
HOW TO INSTALL A RAIN BARREL
SLOW IT DOWN, SPREAD IT OUT, SOAK IT IN



WE RECOMMEND READING THROUGH ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS 
BEFORE BEGINNING YOUR PROJECT

Rain barrels are fun and easy to make and set up. They can make a frugal and functional addition to your 

home as well as help improve local water quality! Rain barrels slow down runoff and keep it from overwhelming 

streams in an urban environment. You can also direct this runoff back into the earth by watering your plants or 

garden with water from your rain barrel. 

Check out our video on how to install a rain barrel hereand watch our whole playlist on rain barrels for more 

information. If you live in the City of Roanoke, you can get a credit on your Stormwater fee for installing a rain 

barrel on your property. Learn more here.

Follow us on social media:

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest

https://youtu.be/Y7gi7DlnRO8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0MOTB0ApyRw4gfX4LXUM3M8HgZZyJeER
https://www.roanokeva.gov/1845/Planning-Your-Fee-Credit
https://www.facebook.com/roanokestormwater
https://twitter.com/RoanokeStormH2O
https://www.instagram.com/roanoke_stormwater/
https://www.pinterest.com/RoanokeStormH2O/


SUPPLIES
(OPTIONAL ðYOU MAY NEED SOME OR NONE OF THESE DEPENDING ON YOURSITUATION)

Tools to Level the Soil Materials for Base 
(cinder blocks, bricks, 

pavers, etc.)

Level

Tape Measure

Hand or Hack Saw
Drill (for some gutters) Wrenches (for some gutters)



STEP 1 ðTHE BASE

ÅA full rain barrel can weigh over 400 lbs, creating 

a sturdy, level surface is essential. 

ÅSimple materials can be used (cinder blocks, pavers, 

bricks, slate stones, and stepping stones are all 

common). 



STEP 1 ðCONTINUED

ÅThe height of your base also determines your water 

pressure. 

ÅAnd you want your watering can or buckets, etc. to 

be able to fit under the faucet


